Summary

Pastor Henry preached from Colossians 2:1-15, focusing on what drives our lives and Paul's purpose
for the Colossian church. Paul's driving passion was threefold: to encourage believers, unite them in
love, and help them understand the mystery of God revealed in Christ. The sermon emphasized that
believers are complete in Christ, having been spiritually circumcised, buried and raised with Him in
baptism, and freed from the condemnation of the law through the cross. Paul warned against hollow
philosophies and reminded the church that Christ has disarmed spiritual powers and authorities,
giving believers victory over evil. The message called for continued spiritual growth, community
witness, and overflowing thankfulness as responses to what Christ has accomplished.

Intro Prayer

Gracious God, as we gather together in this small group, we ask that You would open our hearts and
minds to what You want to teach us today. Help us to be receptive to Your Spirit's leading and to
encourage one another as we discuss Your Word. May we grow deeper in our understanding of who
we are in Christ and what it means to live lives that reflect Your love. Give us wisdom and
discernment as we share together, and help us to apply what we learn to our daily lives. In Jesus'
name we pray, Amen.

Ice Breaker

What is one hobby or activity that you're passionate about, and what draws you to it?

Key Verses

1. Colossians 2:6-7
Colossians 2:9-10

Colossians 2:13-14

> W N

Colossians 2:15

Questions

1. Paul talks about what drives him in ministry. What would you say currently drives or motivates you
in your daily life?

2. How can we practically encourage one another in our church community, and why is this so
important?

3. What does it mean to be 'united in love' while still allowing for different opinions and
perspectives?

4. Paul warns against 'hollow and deceptive philosophy.' What are some modern-day philosophies or
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worldviews that might compete with Christ for our allegiance?

5. The sermon mentioned that in Christ 'all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form.' How should
this truth impact how we view Jesus compared to other religious figures or teachings?

6. Paul says our sins have been 'nailed to the cross.' How does this truth help us deal with guilt and
regret from past mistakes?

7. What does it mean that Christ has 'disarmed the powers and authorities'? How should this give us
confidence in facing spiritual battles or evil in our world?

8. The pastor challenged us to be 'overwhelmed with gratitude.' What are some specific things you
can thank God for this week that demonstrate His goodness in your life?

Life Application

This week, intentionally encourage at least one person in your church community through a note, text,
or conversation. Also, spend time each day reflecting on what Christ has done for you and express
specific gratitude to God for His salvation and daily blessings.

Key Takeaways

1. Paul's driving passion was to encourage believers, unite them in love, and help them understand
Christ as the mystery of God revealed

2. We are complete in Christ - spiritually circumcised, buried and raised with Him, and freed from
condemnation

3. Christ has disarmed spiritual powers and authorities, giving us victory over evil through the cross
4. We must continue to grow in Christ rather than becoming complacent in our faith

5. Our response should be overflowing thankfulness for what God has done for us

Ending Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You for this time of fellowship and discussion around Your Word. We are
grateful for the reminder that we are complete in Christ and that He has given us victory over sin and
evil. Help us to live out what we've learned today - to be encouragers in our community, to remain
united in love despite our differences, and to continue growing in our relationship with You. May we
be overwhelmed with gratitude for Your salvation and reflect Your light to those around us this week.
Give us strength to apply these truths to our daily lives. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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